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of a yea ago brought about by com
of P J Brennan president of

Frennan Company that there
rtfn IsivorUUm oa the part of the en-
gineer department in letting the asphalt
Contracts It was at time that the

began to look into the
Critter of the Brennan contracts

Charles Fernald who as a District
mploye flgured In Ute former invest

Ration was formerly employed by the
5mi Company as superintendent

and intimated that with the sanction-
f the DtetrUt authorities ho could dls
lc some details regarding

f c alleged transactions The District
nithorlties however for the present
arc Inclined to keep the details in full

rc rcl and Mr Fernald as a ormer-
il trlct employe s reticent to discuss

matter without such sanction
Actual Shrinkage Small

I ntil the Brennan company suggested
t is said a change the method of

it asuring asphalt at the plant and in
girt had been lit vogue in the District
or twenty years A former official Of-

o District said today that the prob
lo 5ubsidenco between plant and street

would be onehalf cubic foot in a load
I about ten cubic feet Such decreasevjulI riot be over 5 per cent
Commissioner West said this morning
tat although the contract did not spec
v at what place asphalt should be

It had always been under
trod that such measurement should

place at the plant Mr Brennan
fio been in the contracting
jMruss here said to
ll r with this method and to havecomplained up to about four years

never put In a claim for
never

f back allowance on the first contract
Discussed by Commissioners

immissloner West said today that
although the result of the investigationtc Engineer Department had not
b cn brought officially to the attention

himself and Commissioner Macfar
3 that they had discussed it in

Ten days ago he said he
heard of the affair and had started

Jtniestigatlon of his own and after
while he had gained sufficient

to bring the matter to the
of his colleague Commission

Mcfarland-
pon the receipt of the official report

West said Mr Brennan
be given opportunity to say any

j iV might desire The question
olved tself he believed into whetherbait should be measured at the plant-t the point where used The former

he thought had always been
ifcotnary
C5r JVrnald who has been connected
fc With the District and the BrennanTfcajiy at different periods when
KB cl for further information about

he alleged overpayment said that
Brennan could best furnish details

of the transaction

BARGAINS OFFERED
BY CLOTHING

Baltimore Firm
Ordered Come Here for

Disposal
owing to the retirement from busi-

ness of a largo Baltimore firm some
bargains in suits and overcoats for men
and boys are being offered by Eiseman
Brothers Seventh and E treets north-
west

The Baltimore concern had ordered a
age quantity of clothing from Else

man Brothers factory and upon the
derision of the concern to retire the
goods were sent to Vashington by
ILsftnaji Brothers for their retail store

Over 500 suits have thus been placed
on sale at reduced prices

HIGHWAYMEN PLAY

WITH THESE POLICE

Take Away Chiefs Paraphernalia-
and He Hopes City Depart

ment Vill Get Them
WHITING ImK Dec 27 Highway-

men have the Joke on the police depart
ncnt today They attacked Chief of
Police Lawler last night and robbed
him of W his official billy his two

revolvers and his official star
This dramatic and daring climax to a

of holdups that have terrorized
the Calumet region for the last few
reeks have aroused the citizens to

action Steps have been taken
the formation of a vigilance com-

mittee When the chief heard of this
as ve he swore In eight special police
urn and announced that the bandits

would be captured by the Chicago po
as they had taken 71 Penn

train for Chicago at Roberts

GUESTS OF MINISTER
Ml of the Methodist ministers of

will be the guests of DrVtlbur L Davidson at his home 1711Lamonte street tomorrow at noon
The Rev Dr William
Tngland cousin of the famous Dr C
II fpurgpon will b the guest ofhonor at this meeting and will deiver an Lunch will be serv
M to the ministers
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ALL ON THE SQUARE
DECLARES BRENNANI

There is not a word of truth In it
said Patrick J Brennan president of
the Brennan Construction Company
this afternoon when told of the dis
closures of the alleged holding up of
his payments and of the allegation that
he has received about 115000 too much
from the District for the paving work
he has done In the last three and one
half years

One hundred and fifteen thousand
dollars I wish I had the money-

I have nothing whatever to with the
measurements of the asphalt There
never was any change made that I
know of

If there had been any such tiling
as you assert wouldnt the wholo

Department be rotten
They have been trying to get me

ever since the trouble last spring
Mr Brennan was cool and a bit wor-

ried apparently the charges This
is explanation of the way in which

Only Evidence That He Was
Tool Can Save galleries

Assailant

PARIS Dec 27 Unless evidence that
JOAn Mathis the youthful assailant of
President Fallcriee was the tool of roy
alist plotters develops within the next
twentyfour hours his trial will be rush-
ed through this week before the cor-
rectional court on the technical charge
of outrage against a magistrate in of-
fice

The police have searched through
papers found In Mathis residence and
leave ransacked the headquarters of the

Yellow Labor Union of which
he is a member and also the Red Union
and organization which started the

agitation but have found nothing-
to indicate that Mathis was involved In
a plot

Fallieres left Paris today to shoot
with a party of friends in one of the
famous hunting lodges near the city He
scorns the Idea of his assailant being
ether than an irresponsible youth who
either through mental unbalance or a
desire to attain cheep notoriety grap
pled with hm on the Rue de Letollle
on Christmas Day

SCREEN MAKER INSANE
YORK Dec 27 Samuel Ro j

buc millionaire screen manufac
turer of Brooklyn was taken to the
Kings County Hospital for the Insane
today Mr Robuck who Is eighty
years old began to act queerly
In the day and soon violent

TRIAL OF ATHIS
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VIXOXA Minn Dec 27 Court Com-
missioner Gibson of Trempealeau SVIs
has granted an Injunction in behalf
of tire relatives of Leroy Bell an aged
Galesville farmer restraining Miss
Grace Louden a Winona woman now
residing in Lacrosse from speaking to
having any communication with ad-
vising or influencing Bell and prevent-
ing the woman from disposing of prop
erty deeded to her by Bell

Action was started several days ago
by Bells relatives to prevent the sale
of deed to 10000 worth of property
near Galesville which It was stated
was given to Miss Louden by Bell In
the complaint alleged that the
who it was declared was suffering from
softening of the brain Into giving her-
rings diamonds presents of various
sorts hats rental of her elaborately
furnished fiat money at times
once to establish a friend In the saloon
business and finally when his
cash had waned into insignificance to
deed to her his only other possession

woman had the aged maninveigled

¬

¬

¬

a change in the measurement of as
phalt was made

In 1904 ho said we in a new
plant The engineer commissioner
Colonel Biddle through Major Morrow
appointed a commission consisting of
lingineer of Highways Hunt A V

Dow of asphalts and ce
ments T C J jr and Mr
Charles Fernald all employee of the
District to visit the plant and ascertain
weights measures and cubic contents
of every measure and paraphaernalia
connected therewith

After the inspectors by
the Engineer Commissioner and Major
Morrow determined tile measurer ont
they found we were underpaid and
went back for two or more months and
paid us more than The

then made were absolutely bind
Ing and subsequent computations wore
based thereon

Mr Brennan said that since inspectors
are at his plant all the time and on
the various jobs all the time he could
not possibly have done anything out
of way without the collusion of the
entire department

DIES IN BATHTUB

Visiting in South Husband-
on Business Trip Woman-

Is Stricken

MOBILE Ala Dec 27 Mrs J Edi
son Smith of Elwood Ill died here in
a bat n tub today shortly after her hus
band had left to make a business trip
to New Orleans The husband is a well
known hardware merchant

PITTSBURG PASTORS

APPEAL TO VOTERS

Urge Them to Aid League in Prose
cuting Grafters Warrants

Have Been Issued
PITTSBURG Dec 2TIn a score of

pulpits today the councilmanlc graft
scandal was the topic of vigorous

and appeals to the people of PUts
burg to stand by the Voters League in
prosecuting the otlicials suspected of
bribe giving and bribe taking
olllclals of the league That further
arrests will be made tomorrow Is the
belief prevalent to wellinformed circles

District Attorney William A Blake
ley this morning that warrants
had a score of other
suspected councilmen President

the oVteis League acknowledged
that warrants had been out

said Pittsburgans will have plenty
to think about before next Sunday

None of the accused councilman were
at their usual haunts today
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Woman Friend Restrained
From Speaking to Admirer

Wisconsin Court Commissio ner at Request of Relative of
Old Man Issues Injunction Forbidding Compan-

ion to Have Any Meetings With Aged Farmer

I

I

¬

his farm
Word was received several days agothat Bell had been living at her flatthis week that he paid bills forfuel and other household articles thate had attempted to halt the proceedingsto prevent his giving the young womanhis possessions In the latest action OHthe part of relatives attorneys they declared Bell their was still Inthe hands of this Louden women andthat he IP a sufferer from paresis and isnot accountable for his actions
This granting of an Injunction virtually prevents aged man from seeingor speaking with tile woman

sufficiently to intrust her withthe his lifes earnings

STEAMER LONG OVERDUE
BOSTON Dec 27 Alarm is felt here

for the safety of the 150COton steamer
Urania which sailed from Fowey Eng
land for this port a month ago Sin
Is deeply lAadod with clay and It is ex-
pected is a victim of the recent hurri-
canes The Urania is a Norwegian
steamer and Is commanded by Captain
Jensen She carries a crew of thirty

he
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BY TAFT EXPECTED

New Interstate Commerce
Commission Policy Inter-

ests Public Men

WILL BE MADE
JUDICIAL BODY

Proposes to Turn Administi ative

Function to Commerce and

Labor Department

By J C WELLIVER
Presidentelect Tafts announcement

of a program and policy for dealing
with the problems of interstate com-
merce and transportation aKirijf entirely
new lines lias aroused far greater in
terest among public neon than any other
legislative development of the winter
aside from the preliminaries to tariff
discussion

This is a fine Illustration said a
Western Senator today of the methods
we may expect from Mr Taft lie will
devise his own policies and then he
will to a very large extent work out
his own measures for carrying those
policies into effect In that regard he
will be like McKlntey who was a con
structionltt he knew both generally
and specihtTally what he wanted he
was a man for details Mr Roosevelt
has not worked that way He has a
genius for generalization but not for
details of construction

There Is already animated discussion-
of the proposal of Mr Taft to make th
interstate commission more distinctive-
ly a judicial body and to turn its ad-

ministrative functions over to the De-

partment of Commerce and Labor It
is apparent that the plan will enjoy a-

large and Influential support largely by
reason of the fact that the Congress
has loaded up the Interstate commis-
sion with a multitude of minor duties
aside from its great aid essential ones
and has compelled it spend its time
on matters of minor moment It has
investigated under orders of Congress
pretty much everything under the sun
elevators express companies railroad
consolidations financial operations-
etc It has been made the public utility
board of Washington so far as concerns
the city railways and now there is
pending to place the telephone business
under Its charge Later there will be a
proposal to give the commission general
control over the telegraph and tele-
phone business of interstate character
throughout the country

Too Much Work
Congress has loaded up the commis-

sion with A hodgepodge of duties more
or less unrelated and inappropriate to
Its general functions and then com
plained because the commission hadnt
had time to do the big tasks wanted of
It The feeling has been growing for
two years that something would sooner
or later have to be done to cnange this
situation The ancient enemies of the
commission plan of regulation lost
no opportunity to point out detects and
Mr Tafts announcement of his sym
pathy with the critics is certain to start-
a renewed campaign of opposition and
criticism of present conditions

There Is alreadr inquiry as to who
will become the spokesman of the Ad-

ministration In two houses of Con
gress in carrying forward these meas-
ure The suggestion was ventured to
day by a Senator who has recently vis-
ited Mr Taft that when this bill comes
Into Congress it will have something the
status of a Government proposal In the
English commons it will come from the
pen of President Taft will be known as
his bill and the question of who intro-
duces it wilt be rather of minor

At the same time it will
have a good deal of support simply be
gauss of its status as an Administration
measure

Much interest is taken in commission
circles in the opinions of Dr Henry C
Adams statistician and economist to
the commission concerning the Tai
proposals Dr Adams will come to
Washington in a few days to remain the
rest of the winter and it is expected

process of formulation his views will
be much in demand by the committees-
of Congress and by the President as
well Dr Adams like Chairman Knapp
Is strongly of the belf that the wijudicial functions of the commission
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TAFT COULDNT LAND
RED HAT

Friends of PresidentElect Point Out Difficulties in Way
of Elevation of Prelate Due to Differences With

Various Organizations of the Clergy

FOR IRELAND

Official of State Department do

Archbishop Ireland caa be raised to the
eminence of a cardinalshlp if President
elect Taft will request such nation by
the Vatican at Rome

Friends of Mr Taft in Washington-
not only confidently say he wilt make
no such request but it is a mutter with
which he has no official connection but
it is further stated that the request
even if made would not be successful

Mr Tafts friends and men high in
the State Department point out that
Ireland has incurred the lasting enmity
of the regular clergy that part ofthe Catholic clergy which Is governed
by special rules Including the monasticorganizations-

At the vatican h is opposed by the

ought to made lees significant
that it should be converted

into an executive body it should
give orders rather than write opinions
and decrees

A Legislative Campaign
Before the interstate will

be radically reorganized in scheme Mid
scope there will be long and earnest
consideration by Congress Indeed It
likely that Mr Taft if he presses
suggestions will start a legislative cam-
paign quite as long and arduous as was
that which ended in the Hepburn billspassage

Mr declaration for a reorganization of the plan of dealing withthis set of questions served tobring the whole railroad problem beckto a foremost rank in public attention Since the law passedthe opponents of Government interhave had things pretty much

what defects it will develop efforts atamendment and extension ofhave been uniformly discouragedLast session indeed the house or-
ganization actually tried desperatelyto nullify the provisions 2
of that act refusing appropriation
for carrying effect uniformaccounting and inspection of account

Roosevelt had ahandtohand contest with the Houseleadership before won that light
is no question that one ofhis serious grievances against theHouse was based on that light

MRS RIVES HURTS

MAY NOT BE FATAL

Condition of Aged Woman Who

Fell Down Elevator Shaft
Improving-

The condKtoa of Mm 3 G Rives
eUfhtyftv yean of age who had a nar-
row escape from death when she felt
a dtetance of thirtylive feet down an
elevator shaft at her home 173 I street
northwest was slightly improved this
morning and hope is entertained for
her recovery

Mrs Rives son Dr William C
of 17S Rhode iBiand avenue northwest
who is attending her said today thathis mother has sustained no broken
bones although t is feared she is In-
ternally injured

DESERTIONS ALARM

GERMAN OFFICIALS

Marked Increase in Tendency to

Evade Military Service
Shown by Report

BERLIN Dee 57 Annual statistics
will snow as the result of tits alleged
tyranny of the German army
the fear of military service has become
greater than the fear of punishment or
seeking to evade military duty

During the year 9327 young men
were punished for seeking to escape

A MEMORIAL
TOLEDO Ohio Dec 3T A proposi-

tion for the erection of aa Oak memo-
rial on the baltieneld win
probably be submitted to the Legislature-
at the coming session Gen John S
Kountz today broached the matte to
the Lucas county legislators

Literature concerning the project is
also being sent out today a commis-
sion and efforts are being made to In
terest citizens of movement
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Dominicans the AngwaUnJanc the Bea
edcdnoB and certain elements of the
Jesuits He arened their dfattke a
sermon he preached some years ago in
which oecwrrfru the statement that
bishops were made before monks and
In which tbsre was a note of what the
regular clerg thought to be hoatmty
to them monastic orders are
of course the bone and sinew of the
church and they have their most power
ful representatives at the Vatican an
the time

Mr Taft hiss visited the Vatican and
according to his friends he hi familiar
enough with the to keep out
of it It is said here that Mr Taft
in common with others familiar withthe situation has never expressed the

n rEnt years that Ireland
would be a cardinal

Strike Situation Critical
With Hundreds of Moun

taineers Soldiers and
Deputies

LEXiNGTON Ky Dec 27 The situ
I ation at Stearns Whitley county the

on Christmas Day between striking
miners aiSd deputy United States ttr-
snato remittee in the death of six men
is described in telephone messages to-
day as resettibitng a volcano ready to
burst into flames at any moment

The town is full of armed moutttaia
eels probably 3W crowding iru its nar-
row streets Holding then in cheek
are lest than l youthful soldiers
These are supported by ten deputy
United States marshals who are acting
in cooperation with the State troops

miners appear to regard the
with deadly hatred They are ex-

perienced troops having sees duty dur-
ing the night rider war Unless the situ-
ation clears up by night it te expected
a battery of State artillery will be sent
to Steams and if necessary kith about

Simpson and his gang of outlaws hem
cover

Gets MettHtaiB er Depeties
Sheriff J X Crawley this morning

swore in as special deputies twentyftve
mountaineer who know nary foot of
ground m Whitley county Tbeee
taken on to Sfcearnc and

sId proffered to soldiers and
marshals On their way to Stearns
tissue special deputies searched every
nook and cranny of ravines and moun-
tains along their way for Simpson and
his gang but no trace was found

Simpson and his men are alleged to be
I the cause of the whole trouble They
i an being guarded by henchmen This-
I afternoon a posse of over M men in-

cluding soldiers United States marshals
and special deputies will leave Steams
for the hill districts bent on securing
Simpson If he te not found today an-
other heavy detachment will be sent to-
morrow and thou artillery will prob-
ably be asked

Several shots were heard during thesight by sentinels on duty at
and it is supposed Simpson and his
followers were to their nicein town No one was hurt during thenight but people town cowered in
their homes

It is now regarded as certainMarshal Ryan who was wounded
Christmas Day and who became sep
anted from his companions has hers
not well have become tort Labor union
officiate fear the effect of this rioting
on their cause now particularly in
of the recent
in ordering Gompers Mitchell andMorrison to Jail for contempt of court

RATS START FIRE
BUFFALO N T Dec 27 Ratsgnawing matches caused a disastrousin the big wholesale storeof Sons on Broadway hereDamage to the extent of Slft was doneDetectives found rat holes hi the floorand matches apparently carried by therodents Into adjoining rooms
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Mothers of Alleged Forger
Victim of Series of

Misfortunes

Grief stricken over the
mtofortvnec that had tencfaed bo-
Coe eC her family AJM Ov r
feinted at her home 414 Fourad4iaJ
street southwest this scorning we
the police notified her that her re

Merrttt Oliver fourteen
years old whose a1

Jail charged with forging a cheek
Just before the police arrived the

mothers cup of bitterness was by
the that her other e
to Emergency Hospital far aa opera-
tion to remove an abreaa She herself
is just convalescing front a six weeks
illness front typhoid fever herdaughter te atttlte the honafUU with
the stirs Her husband died

a ar and today the one feu
afflicted child who Is attending school

checks
The boy accuses Harry C OwensHarry Frtedly and Charles Horiey withfurnishing him the checks and Imhicios

to peas them Three bogw cheeks
each for jiM I we been reported anal
it is thought others are te boaThe boy and the three men are oa
the police blotter for investigation but
the police say they have evidence tosupport serious charges

MOVING PICTURES
TO UNROLL AGAIN

NEW YORK Dec 27 Owinj te
blanket injunctions obtained frOM Just-
ice lat last night the proprie-
tors of moving picture shows through
cttt the Greater City met with ne in-
terference today The same crown that
usually make the 864 places prantaitto

hi and out undisturbed all day
Although the moving picture shows

are temporarily protected by the in-
junctions the theaters are expecting
trouble tonight when they give their
shows As the case stands sow theponce will have to determine what con-
stitutes a vaudeville show thea

managers are almost willing towager that if some of their artists ap
pear in a low necked gown to sing a
song the wise police may decide
she in costume and make aa arrest

Died
SXC66JUR On Saturday Decanter 3C VM

at 2J p m GEORGE husband eC

in J WiWxa SB P an yivMic
tttM MRtureat at Aaanpa-

Hrrind
Baltimore and AnaapoUs 3M pagers

It
VtALCg Suddenly am X eeeb r-

1MB at his residence 4 SUtft street
iMcthwMM EDWIN DEVLJX hue

of BMUfe Devna-

BRKDJBKA3GP Oa Saturday Pocomfcar X
Mel at 2 oclock a a-

PMrandabair ntreet meet alter
a hart Uliw c Xn KLJZABKTM BRKDE-
KXMP wife of Hormna H BMe-

FCLLEROa Friday December lies
CHAS J FULLER IB his UUrty ishUi

3CAHOXET On SMarnmy December Jt IMS
at 2S 9 m at ia ln ncB Ml Mret-
tr t awtb M HANOMAM iCAHOXKT

and

the residence C his poruiu a A
nortlMMt JAMES PUNT Mriy na
beloved ww of Mary J and J J Patttaon

SCOTT Oa TiMt ar r c mb r 2 Met at 10
oclock p m RE5TCS JOTT-

SHWAGLSROa Friday IMS
3HWAGLI6R semtj s

BKOWKOo Saturday 38 VK at
a m after a long Uloew JAMS L

BftOWN Uw t iov d taMkaod of Ckarl ta
Brown at SSS

funeral Monday I ec mber K
Cborcto of tbe Nativity at 1 a m
requiem high mace will be snug Friends
and relatives invited to attend d X8

UNDERTAKER-

SJ WILLIAM LEE
tSZ Pa Ave N W Wa hoEti s D C

Telephone Main UK

CEMENT BURIAL VAULTS

WATERPROOF airtight ererlaatiaf fer ta-
etvidiwt lnt rm cta for al by undertate

WASHIXCTOX CEMENT VAULT CO
ROOM 3n Maryland building

Phone Mala 33 jyliSutBthJt
FUNERAL DESIGNS

FUNERAL DESIGNS
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And now that 1908 is about to pass into history I desire to take this opportunity to express to my
customers and friends my grateful appreciation of their patronage during the past ye r and to give

to the wish that 1909 may hold in store for one and all the fullness of prosperity and happiness

F Street 722 Ninth Street Center Market
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